


Same-Day Surgery 
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Abdominal procedures 

caution urged with outpatient laparoscopic 
cholecystectomy, FEB:13 

endometrial ablation touted as outpatient 
alternative, DEC:149 

gallstone ‘blender’ offers alternative to 
cholecystectomy, FEB:17 

new procedures draw spotlight from biliary 
lithotripsy, FEB:15 

outpatient microtuboplasty lessens costs, 
hospitalization, AUG:89 

surgeon’s skills and patient's condition affect 
procedure choice, FEB:15 

Anesthesia 

clear liquids before surgery offer ASCs more 
flexibility, SEP:105 

recommended surgical practices updated for 
anesthesia equipment, SEP:115 


Ambulatory Patient Groups (APGs) 
Congress eyes APGs, other outpatient 
proposals, APR:37 


Cataract surgery (See intraocular lenses) 


Coding 

coders advise keeping an eye on incidental 
procedures, JUL:86 

FASCs should use modifier -51 when listing 
multiple procedures, JUL:87 

make these coding distinctions for laparoscopic 
surgeries, MAY:57 

new system under RBRVS to take into account 
specialties, FEB:23 

Computerization 

centralized scheduling unit streamlines ASC 
admissions, MAR:33 

market search is key to finding right 
computer, AUG:100 

medical information system add-on allows 
advance booking, JAN:11. 


Discharge criteria 
documenting discharge criteria cuts patient 
time in recovery, JUN:73 


Documentation 

careful charting can strengthen center's 
defense if patients sue, JAN:9 

documenting discharge criteria cuts patient 
time in recovery, JUN:73 


Federal government 

ASCs advised to use caution in wake of safe 
harbors, OCT:122 

bundled fee tested for cataracts, may be 
expanded, JUN:61 

draft bill would regulate marketing, 
advertising of ASCs, MAY:54 

EPA may expand project to regulate waste at all 
ASCs, JUL:82 

fraud alert warns providers not to offer routine 
waivers, SEP:110 

HCFA cuts payments for terminated ASC 
procedures, MAR:25 

HCPA says cataract surgery needs payment 
reform, JUN:63 

loss of tax deduction not hurting SDS facilities, 
FEB:18 

new law could expose ASCs to penalties, 
increased liability, MAY:52 

new system under RBRVS to take into account 
specialties, FEB:23 

OIG outlines exactly what practices are 
considered suspicious, SEP:110 


rebundling requirement kicks in as 
outpatient-PPS moves forward, MAR:29 

uniform payments proposed for high volume 
procedures, MAY:49 


Finances 

ASCs advised to use caution in wake of safe 
harbors, OCT:122 

costs studied at hospital-based vs. 
freestanding surgery centers, APR:46 

enhance outpatient billing by strengthening 
physician ties, DEC:151 

hospitals lack separate plan for outpatient 
surgery centers, SEP:112 

loss of tax deduction not hurting SDS facilities, 
FEB:18 

practice trend ratios can keep ASC on track, 
AUG:97 

try this tool to simplify outpatient-PPS 
calculations, FEB:19 

Freestanding centers 

costs studied at hospital-based vs. 
freestanding surgery centers, APR:46 

FASCs should use modifier -51 when listing 
multiple procedures, JUL:87 

mobile operating rooms offered as 
outpatient-surgery alternative, APR:43 

new publication lists guidelines for scoring by 
Joint Commission, MAY:58 


Health Care Financing 
Administration (HCFA) 
bundled fee tested for cataracts, may be 
expanded, JUN:61 
Congress eyes APGs, other outpatient 
proposals, APR:37 
draft ‘bundling’ requirement would limit 
outpatient referrals, NOV:140 
HCFA cuts payments for terminated ASC 
procedures, MAR:25 
HCFA says cataract surgery needs payment 
reform, JUN:63 
hospitals face same $200 IOL cap as 
freestanding centers, JAN:6 
try this tool to simplify outpatient-PPS 
calculations, FEB:19 
uniform payments proposed for high volume 
procedures, MAY:49 
Home health care 
ambulatory infusion pumps permit more 
complicated cases, NOV: 133 
follow these steps to find most suitable 
infusion pump, NOV:135 


patient training, follow-up speed recovery, JAN:1 


Infection control 
demonstration surgery center uses hospital’s 
incinerator, JUL:84 


EPA may expand project to regulate waste at all 


ASCs, JUL:82 
staff at surgery center prefer expiration dates, 
L:79 


sterilization experts urge ASCs to rethink 
practices, JUL:77 

study on blood contacts points to need for 
barriers, JUL:80 


Intraocular lenses (IOLs)/ 
cataract surgery 
bundled fee tested for cataracts, may be 
expanded, JUN:61 
clinical guidelines coming for treatment of 
cataracts, OCT:124 
draft ‘bundling’ requirement would limit 
outpatient referrals, NOV:140 


HCFA says cataract surgery needs payment 
reform, JUN:63 

hospitals face same $200 IOL cap as 
freestanding centers, JAN:6 


Job market 
data bases, networking offer ammunition in 
recruitment war, OCT:125 
fewer shortages have resulted in smaller pay 
increases, NOV: insert 


Joint Commission on Accreditation 
of Healthcare Organizations 
Joint Commission makes changes for 
hospital-affiliated ASCs, NOV:137 
leaders must demonstrate educational effort on 
CQI, NOV:136 
new publication lists guidelines for scoring by 
Joint Commission, MAY:58 
take these steps to prepare for Joint 
Commission surveys, NOV:138 


Laparoscopy 

caution urged with outpatient laparoscopic 
cholecystectomy, FEB:13 

laser, laparoscopic surgery center called first in 
nation, APR:42 

make these coding distinctions for laparoscopic 
surgeries, MAY:57 

surgeon’s skills and patient's condition affect 
procedure choice, FEB:15 

verify physician’s training before tackling new 
procedures, DEC:145 

Laser surgery 

ECRI questions safety of NIIC 100 CO, laser, 
NOV:142 

endometrial ablation touted as outpatient 
alternative, DEC:149 

laser, laparoscopic surgery center called first in 
nation, APR:42 

outpatient laser surgery reduces pain for 
hemorrhoid patients, FEB:21 

‘Star Wars’ research adapted for use in laser eye 
surgery, APR:45 

physician touts success rate using lasers on 
nasal turbinates, MAY:55 

Legislation 

draft bill would regulate marketing, 
advertising of ASCs, MAY:54 

loss of tax deduction not hurting SDS facilities, 
FEB:18 


Malpractice 
centers are required to report adverse actions to 
data bank, AUG:94 
consider disciplinary process before revoking 
privileges, AUG:92 
revoking physicians’ privileges explained 
step-by-step in bylaws, AUG:93 
Management/marketing 
draft bill would regulate marketing, 
advertising of ASCs, MAY:54 
hospitals lack separate plan for outpatient 
surgery centers, SEP:112 
leaders must demonstrate educational effort on 
CQI, NOV: 136 
practice trend ratios can keep ASC on track, 
AUG:97 
surgery centers extend hours to nights and 
weekends, DEC:153 


Medicare 
ASCs advised to use caution in wake of safe 
harbors, OCT: 122 





bundled fee tested for cataracts, may be 
expanded, JUN:61 

Congress eyes APGs, other outpatient 
proposals, APR:37 

developer touts strong points of outpatient PPS 
proposal, APR:40 

draft ‘bundling’ requirement would limit 
outpatient referrals, NOV:140 

fraud alert warns providers not to offer routine 
waivers, SEP:110 

HCPA cuts payments for terminated ASC 
procedures, MAR:25 

HCFA says cataract surgery needs payment 
reform, JUN:63 

hospitals face same $200 IOL cap as 
freestanding centers, JAN:6 

integrate inpatient, outpatient data prior to 
outpatient-PPS, MAR:32 

new system under RBRVS to take into account 
specialties, FEB:23 

OIG outlines exactly what practices are 
considered suspicious, SEP:110 

rebundling requirement kicks in as 
outpatient-PPS moves forward, MAR:29 

try this too! to simplify outpatient-PPS 
calculations, FEB:19 

uniform payments proposed for high volume 
procedures, MAY:49 


Nursing staff 
ambulatory nursing team cited for 
‘phenomenal results,’ MAR:27 
AORN issues guidelines on patient positioning, 
SEP:113 
recommended surgical practices updated for 
anesthesia equipment, SEP:115 


Ophthalmic procedures 
bundled fee tested for cataracts, may be 
expanded, JUN:61 
HCFA says cataract surgery needs payment 
reform, JUN:63 
‘Star Wars’ research adapted for use in laser eye 
surgery, APR:45 
Orthopedic procedures 
outpatient anterior cruciate ligament repair 
‘feasible,’ JAN:4 
Pain 
ambulatory infusion pumps permit more 
complicated cases, NOV:133 
follow these steps to find most suitable 
infusion pump, NOV:135 
outpatient anterior cruciate ligament repair 
‘feasible,’ JAN:4 
outpatient laser surgery reduces pain for 
hemorrhoid patients, FEB:21 
super-cold probe offers long-lasting pain relief, 
JAN:10 
Patient education 
keys to success in outpatient ano-rectal 
surgery, FEB:22 
patient training, follow-up speed recovery, 
JAN:1 
Patient evaluation 
documenting discharge criteria cuts patient 
time in recovery, JUN:73 
hospital administrators tout benefits of 
preadmission program, JUN:64 
how St. Joseph’s system works, JUN:65 
new report suggests delaying surgery for 
menstruating women, MAR:28 


patient training, follow-up speed recovery, JAN:1 


study finds high incidence of minor 
complications, JAN:3 


Patient relations 

centers turn complaints into tools for 
improving patient relations, JAN:7 

non-medical aspects of care color patient's 
perceptions, AUG:95 

patient care emphasis may require 
adjustments, JUN:67 

surgery centers offer support to reconstruction 
patients, DEC:158 


Payment rates 

bundled fee tested for cataracts, may be 
expanded, JUN:61 

Congress eyes APGs, other outpatient 
proposals, APR:37 

developer touts strong points of outpatient PPS 
proposal, APR:40 

draft ‘bundling’ requirement would limit 
outpatient referrals, NOV:140 

HCFA cuts payments for terminated ASC 
procedures, MAR:25 

HCFA says cataract surgery needs payment 
reform, JUN:63 

hospitals face same $200 IOL cap as 
freestanding centers, JAN:6 

rebundling requirement kicks in as 
outpatient-PPS moves forward, MAR:29 

uniform payments proposed for high volume 
procedures, MAY:49 


Pediatric care 
clear liquids before surgery offer ASCs more 
flexibility, SEP:105 


Plastic surgery 
draft bill would regulate marketing, 
advertising of ASCs, MAY:54 
loss of tax deduction not hurting SDS facilities, 
FEB:18 
surgery centers offer support to reconstruction 
patients, DEC:158 


Postoperative care/procedures 

23-hour recovery units gain popularity as safe 
option, JUN:71 

keys to success in outpatient ano-rectal 
surgery, FEB:22 

non-medical aspects of care color patient's 
perceptions, AUG:95 

patient training, follow-up speed recovery, 
JAN:1 

post-op follow-up offers way to track patient 
outcomes, JUN:69 

study finds high incidence of minor 
complications, JAN:3 

surgery centers offer support to reconstruction 
patients, DEC:158 

tracking program cuts time spent on 
instrument search, OCT:130 


Preadmission programs 
hospital administrators tout benefits of 
preadmission program, JUN:64 
how St. Joseph’s system works, JUN:65 
Preoperative care 
clear liquids before surgery offer ASCs more 
flexibility, SEP:105 
patient training, follow-up speed recovery, 
JAN:1 


Quality assurance/quality improvement 
ambulatory nursing team cited for 
‘phenomenal results,’ MAR:27 
Army expands SDS programs, applies inpatient 
standards, SEP:108 
books on QI can prepare professionals for 
future, NOV:139 


careful charting can strengthen center’s defense 
if patients sue, JAN:9 

consider boosting strategies for quality 
assurance, OCT:128 

cross-departmental team critical for QI effort, 
DEC:155 

documenting discharge criteria cuts patient 
time in recovery, JUN:73 

leaders must demonstrate educational effort on 
CQI, NOV:136 

patient care emphasis may require 
adjustments, JUN:67 

post-op follow-up offers way to track 
patient outcomes, JUN:69 

take these steps to prepare for Joint 
Commission surveys, NOV:138 

use these clinical indicators to accumulate QI 
data, DEC:157 


Recovery care 


23-hour recovery units gain popularity as safe 
option, JUN:71 


Risk management 


ASCs advised to use caution in wake of safe 
harbors, OCT:122 

careful charting can strengthen center’s defense 
if patients sue, JAN:9 

centers are required to report adverse actions to 
data bank, AUG:94 

consider disciplinary process before revoking 
privileges, AUG:92 

fraud alert warns providers not to offer routine 
waivers, SEP:110 

new law could expose ASCs to penalties, 
increased liability, MAY:52 

OIG outlines exactly what practices are 
considered suspicious, SEP:110 

revoking physicians’ privileges explained 
step-by-step in bylaws, AUG:93 

verify physician’s training before tackling new 
procedures, DEC:145 


Salary survey 


fewer shortages have resulted in smaller pay 
increases, NOV: insert 


Scheduling 


centralized scheduling unit streamlines ASC 
admissions, MAR:33 

medical information system add-on allows 
advance booking, JAN:11 

schedulers relocated to central unit at MA 
hospital, MAR:35 

surgery centers extend hours to nights and 
weekends, DEC:153 


Surgeons 


ASCs advised to use caution in wake of safe 
harbors, OCT:122 

centers are required to report adverse actions to 
data bank, AUG:94 

consider disciplinary process before revoking 
privileges, AUG:92 

data bases, networking offer ammunition in 
recruitment war, OCT:125 

enhance outpatient billing by strengthening 
physician ties, DEC:151 

new system under RBRVS to take into account 
specialties, FEB:23 

revoking physicians’ privileges explained 
step-by-step in bylaws, AUG:93 

study on blood contacts points to need for 
barriers, JUL:80 

surgeon’s skills and patient's condition affect 
procedure choice, FEB:15 

verify physician’s training before tackling new 
procedures, DEC:145 





Need back issues? Call our order department at (800) 688-2421; inside Georgia, (404) 262-7436. 
Copyright © 1991 American Health Consultants. Editor: Joy Daughtery. 





